
 

Our Christmas Card Exchange  
is located in the Media Center.  
Please consider saving on postage this 
year and drop your Christmas cards in 
the library for your church family and  use the savings 
to make a donation to the CBF Global Mission Fund. 
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The Journey 

If you would like to receive the newsletter and updates via email:  

Please send your request to hominy@bellsouth.net 

Poinsettias are available for 

order this year in honor or 

memory of a loved one. The 

cost is $10 per plant. Call 

the church office by        

December 20th to place 

your order.  

Wednesday, December 6th at 6:00 pm  
 

 

Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated 
 for the purchase of items that are not  donated.   
We need hats, school supplies, 50 pair gloves,  
toothpaste, small toys, crayons, & candy.  
THANK YOU for supporting this important ministry. 

The Lifegroup that meets  
on Thursdays will meet at  
Chip & Jeannie Roberts house   
on December 7th at 6:00 pm. 

Bring some Christmas goodies, beverages provided, and 
meet at church to carpool at 5:45 pm.   

Christmas Comfort Service  
Monday, December 4th, 7:15pm  

at Montmorenci UMC 

Holidays can be very difficult. While the world around us is        
celebrating, we want to take time to acknowledge the pain 

of transition and loss. Join a night of hope and healing at the 
beginning of the Christmas season.  

The Sunnysiders will be going to First Baptist Church on  

Sunday, December 17th   
Christmas Nativity Sets from around the world.   

The coach will leave at 1:30, stop at Jason's 
Deli for lunch, then motor on over to the 
church.  Make your reservations to Sandra 
Johnson at 828.667.4082. 
   

Anyone willing to help set up for the White 
Christmas the same day go over to the   
Ministry Center following worship service. Sunnysiders are asked 
to help with White Christmas on Monday, Dec. 18th then we'll go 
to Cracker Barrel for lunch!! 

The Jerry Sutton/Chris Miller Sunday School Class will have a 

Christmas Party at Sagebrush in Canton 
on December 8th at 6:00 pm 

Where your ugly sweater and bring a white 
elephant gift to exchange.  See you there! 

Sunday, December 10th  
5:30 pm Community Christmas Choir 
6:30 pm Church Christmas Party 

Come and celebrate the spirit of the season with the  
Community Christmas Choir.  Bring your favorite holiday 

snacks to share for the party afterward.   There will be fun 
music, a surprise guest, and lots of good times had by all! 

Dec. 13th at 6:00 pm on the front lawn.  
Join us for a time of outdoor fellowship and food as we 
hear the story of the shepherds, share in a stew cooked 

over a campfire, and sing carols together. Dress warmly, and bring 

2 cans of vegetables….one for the stew, and one for ABCCM.  

If you would like to sponsor 
one of Martha’s Kids  
please see Martha Wolfe   
Sunday after worship.  

Sponsor a child and you will be given the name and age of 
the child as well as some gift suggestions.  Then do the shop-
ping, wrap the gifts, and call the family to pick them up.  It’s 
that easy! 
The cost is about $125 per child.  All of Martha’s Kids have 
been screened and are in need.  If you would like to make a 
monetary donation toward Martha’s Kids, please earmark 
your check to HBC.  Thank you! 



Sunnysiders will be going to First Baptist 
Church on Sunday, December 17, to view 
Christmas Nativity Sets from around the  
world.  The coach will leave at 1:30, stop at 
Jason's Deli for lunch, then motor on over to 
the church.  Make your reservations to San-
dra Johnson,(828.667.4082).  Anyone willing 
to help set up for the White Christmas go 

over to the Ministry Center following worship service. Sunnysid-
ers are asked to help with White Christmas on Monday, then 
we'll go to Cracker Barrel for lunch!! 
 

The Sunnysiders trip to Old Salem on Wednesday, Jan. 3, due 
to a conflict with the church calendar We will leave the church 
at 9:00am and return around 5 or 6pm.  Call Sandra Johnson to 
reserve your seat. (828.667.4082). 
 

For reservations call Sandra Johnson at 667-4082. 

Steering Column 

The recent tragedy in Sutherland Springs, TX 
has been heart-wrenching and sobering. 

“Church shooting” has clearly been added to the menu 
of ways that a person with mental illness can express 
pain, anger and frustration. It breaks my heart that this 
is true, but we live in a broken world where broken 
minds and souls lash out in destructive behavior. 
There is some good news that we can remember.  
First, our church was proactive in 2015 and began work-
ing on making our campus a safer place. We have peo-
ple and plans in place to prevent and respond to tragic 
situations. Please remember that we as a congregation 
have decided that only sworn law enforcement officers 
should engage with firearms. We have other means to 
delay, engage and distract an armed intruder that will 
minimize casualties. 
Second, other churches are waking up to the need to 
make plans that reflect our Christian identity and be-
liefs. I am working with CBFNC to provide guidance on 
the process and policies that we developed at Hominy. 
Folks are encouraged that you don’t have to be a forti-
fied super-church to take common-sense precautions. 
Finally, the season of Advent reminds us that the dark-
ness that seems to fill our broken world is not forever, 
and the Light is near: 
‘the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
light has dawned.” 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” Matthew 4:16-17 
Advent reminds us to be prepared, and to look ahead 
with hope.   
Take Care,   
Paul 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
Each Thursday at 7:00 a.m.    DEC. 7 PSALM 23:1 

After discussion and prayer  
we have breakfast at the Miami Restaurant.  

I was just thinking…   Installment number four of eight: 

Stories From The Quiet Side 

There’s a team of people in our church who come together most every 
Tuesday, spending hours going through the church facilities, addressing 
issues as they arise or, before they arise.  For years our dear Floyd Miller 
took care of these things, quietly from the shadows.  Today, Jerry Sutton, 
Larry Brooks and Janice Squire comprise the primary crew but we have oth-
ers who’ve contributed much over the years.  We are indebted to Joe John-
son and Don Brinkley who have faithfully served but due to family and 
health concerns, they presently cannot.   

 Furnace filters have to be replaced regularly if the HVAC systems are to 
work properly.  They take care of that.  Light bulbs must be replaced.  They 
do that, too.  Occasionally a light fixture ceases to work, and though it’s a 
pretty big job, they are making it happen.  When a door no longer closes 
properly, when the baptistery needs filling/emptying, when a myriad of 
tasks present themselves, these gentle people stand ready to take care of 
things.   

 Most of you didn’t know this was happening, did you?  In fact, they are so 
efficient in their performance of ministry that you never needed to think 
about such things.  Behind the scenes they’ve made our way better.  Some 
days it’s cold……other days it’s blistering hot.  No matter what, they show 
up each Tuesday and take care of us.  How many thousands of dollars have 
they saved our congregation because of their work and benevolence? 

 Do understand that they serve God and this church in lots of other capaci-
ties as well.  It is here though, that their absence would be most keenly felt.  
It is here that the “day to day” of church life would have an abrasive rub if 
they ever gave up this work.  We are indebted to them.  We are grateful for 
them.  Not surprisingly, they are always looking for those who would join 
them in this good work.  If you are interested, speak with Jerry Sutton or 
with someone in the church office.          Joe 

Why I Love HBC 
We moved to Asheville in December 1986.  The following year, 1987, we 
joined Hominy Baptist Church.  The people at HBC immediately accepted 
us into their flock.  This is where we developed most of our close local 
friends.  Over the years the people of HBC have remained our best friends 
and family. 
Hominy Baptist Church represents my personal mission of helping others in 
need to find aid and resources for their need.  I developed this mission 
statement in 2001 when I became employed by Dollar General Corporation 
and was required by the CEO to develop a personal mission statement. 
Through supporting HBC ministries and participating I have fulfilled a part 
of this personal mission.  These ministries include DayStay for the support 
of the elderly and disabled and care givers; Child Care for children and par-
ents; Martha’s Kids for needy children; ABCCM for the homeless and veter-
ans.   
We have attended and became members of many churches as we moved 
around the Southeast from Tennessee to Tampa FL; to Baltimore MD to 
the East Coast of NC; to the foothills and Piedmont of NC; and then to 
Asheville.  Hominy Baptist Church stands well above all the other churches 
we belong to when it comes to the many ministries that it supports to as-
sist others.     
God bless,  Earl Shelton 

Our Sympathy to Laura Debord and her family in the passing of her son-in-law, Charles Peebles.  Laura appreciates all 

the thoughts and prayers from each of you during his sickness.  May she have peace and comfort at this time. 



In regard to financial information listed in the Journey:   
Please be aware that this is not the official financial report of the church.  

These are our best estimates at the time of printing.  The monthly finan-

cial report is the official accounting of all church funds and has been 

verified by reconciled deposits.   A copy of the monthly report can be 

obtained from the church office. 

Weekly Attendance Report 
Sunday School Adult Study………………………………    64 
DayStay Worship (Thursday) ... ……….  ...……. ………...24 
10:45 Worship Service……………………………………… 90 

WORSHIP LEADERS: 
Advent Candle Lantern & reading 
Kestner Family 
Acolyte 
Megan Miller 
Deacon Worship Leader  
Phil Martin 
Ushers 
Bill Trexler 
David Truesdale 
Chris Miller 
Joe  Johnson 
Sound   
Keith Rice 
Multimedia 
Youth 
Nursery Worker 
Jamie Fleming 
Children’s Worship 
Bobby & Michele Robinson 
Security/Parking Greeter 
Greg Hughes 
Blood Pressure 
Donna McCulloch 
Deacon Greeter 
Upper Family Life Center:  
Phil Martin 
Sanctuary Ramp:  
Greg Hughes 
Intermediate Breakfast 
Bobby & Michele Robinson 
Youth Breakfast 
Phil Hall 
 

Hominy Staff 
 

Dr. Joseph E. Yelton 
Senior Pastor 

 

Dr. Paul Raybon 
Associate Pastor 

 

Rev.  Melissa Hughes 
Pastor to Families 

 

Rev. Phil Hall 
Pastor for Student Life 

& Community Engagement 
 

Kristen Dominguez 
Minister of Music 

 

Kody Joyner 
Ministry Assistant 

 

 

Andy Gibson 
Child Care  

Executive Director 
 

Rachel Miller 
DayStay  

Executive Director 
 

Karen Morgan 
Director of Keyboard  

Ministries 
 

Pat Kirby 
Assistant Director of  
Keyboard Ministries 

 

Nicole Chockley 
Nursery Worker 

 

Brandon Long 
Custodian 

THIS WEEK AT HOMINY 
SUNDAY, December 3 

1st Sunday of Advent  “Peace” 
  9:30 am Intermediate Choir 
10:00 am Bible Study 
10:45 am Worship Service 
  2:00 pm Praisemaker’s Camp 
  2:00 pm Open Gym 
  5:00 pm Youth Sunday Funday 
  7:00 pm Praisemaker’s Christmas Musical 
MONDAY,  December 4 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
  6:00 pm Community Meal @ Montmorenci  
  6:30 pm Child Care Christmas Music Program 
  7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
TUESDAY, December 5 
10: 30 am Staff Meeting 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
12:00 pm Pickleball 
WEDNESDAY, December 6 
  6:00 pm Nursery (birth - 2 yrs) 
                 Children’s Music & Missions (3 yrs-4th)  
  6:00 pm Shoebox Packing Party  
                  for Adults, Youth, and Intermediates. 
     7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir 
THURSDAY, December 7 
  7:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
11:00 am DayStay worship 

12:00 pm Pickleball 

  6:00 pm Cub Scouts meeting in the Ministries Ctr. 

  6:00 pm Deacon’s Christmas Dinner  

                  at the Lambuth Inn 

FRIDAY, December 8 
  6:00 pm Sutton/Miller Sunday School Class Party            
                  at Sagebrush in Canton 
  7:00 pm Celebrate Recovery 
SATURDAY, December 9 
  3:30 pm Tows for Tots Parade 
  5:30 pm Tows for Tots Dinner 
SUNDAY, December 10 

2nd Sunday of Advent  “hope” 
  9:30 am Intermediate Choir 
10:00 am Bible Study 
10:45 am Worship Service 
12:15 pm Handbell Choir practice 
  3:30 pm Stewardship & Finance  
                  Committee Mtg. 
  6:00 pm Community  
                  Christmas Choir 
  7:00 pm Church Christmas Party         

Prayer Requests 
HOSPITAL: 
Vicky Moore; Laura Debord’s daughter 
RECOVERING: 
Dale Thrash 
Bobby Robinson 
Jan Alexander 
Martha Wolfe 
Jim Causby 
Gloria Drown 
Molly Wells 
Donna Trimnal; Larry & Pat Trimnal’s daughter-in-law 
Betty DeWeese; Cathy Russell’s mother 
Larry Trimnal 
Diana Johnson 
Cindy Swayngim 
Bryan Kinser; Jack & Carolyn  
Ferguson’s son-in-law 
Reva Ferguson 
MEMBERS IN NEED OF PRAYER: 
Mary Helderman      Sandy Wright 
Danny Biddix                  Bettie Wright 
Mary Clark                         Maggie Almand 
Tom Penland            Derek Bezemer 
Don Hancock                  Ron Piercy 
Debra Uyeoka          Emily Stewart     
Lana Elingburg         Renea Turner           
Kim Edwards             Iva Lee Elingburg       
Barbara Hall                      Nona Hancock         
Jack Ferguson           Joyce Zink 
Don Brinkley              Don Hancock            
Charlotte Sanders   Michelle Jolly Burnette  
CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Brother of Diane Davis 
Tasha; granddaughter of Barbara  Shuffler 
Amy Robinson; Mike & Kay Robinson’s daughter-in-
law 

Anne Raybon; knee 
Amy Parris; breast cancer 
Jeffrey, Sadie Black’s nephew; brain tumor 
Michael Davis; Diane Davis’ son 
Susan Fisher; Vonna Cloninger’s sister-in-law 
Marilyn Christmas; Shirley Bateman’s aunt 
Judy Norton, cancer; Bobby Robinson’s cousin 
Jackie Collins, Pastor at Ridgeway 
Coach Mike Hayes 
Fred Clark; David Truesdale’s step-father 
Mary Hardin, cancer; Sheila Gee’s mom 
Mary Stewart; Polly Bryson’s sister 
Teresa Dzieweczynski; friend of Jennalee Sexton 
Devon Michael; friend of Dan McCurry 
Highland Simmons; granddaughter of Joyce & Eddie 
Simmons 
Tiffani Burris; Cathy Russell’s daughter 
Courtney Fullbright; friend of Elingburg family 
MILITARY FAMILY:  
Colby Alexander, US Air Force 
Nick Williams, US Marine Corps 
Levi Vess, US Marine Corps 
Seth Aaron Wright, National Guard 
Karina Padilla, National Guard 
CJ Pryce, National Guard 
Chris Rice, National Guard 
Jackson Stewart, Hargrave Military Acad. 
Mark Todd, Coast Guard 
ADULT CARE FACILITIES:  
Heather Glen: Judy Taylor 
Neighborhood at Tellico Village: Kitty Swayngim 
Pisgah Manor:   Louise Gosnell 
Betty Lewis        Richard Elingburg  
Bob Morris, Sr.  Virginia Trexler 
The Laurels at Green Tree Ridge: Sam Capps 
The Oaks at Sweeten Creek: Clara West, Rm 307 
VA Hospital Nursing Care: Lee Long 
 

Please be aware that the church voted in conference to change the 
fiscal year to July 1-June 30 of each year. 

This Week’s Budget Receipts 
 

Regular Budget  ......................................... $ 3,968.00 
Electronic Gifts .............................................  $ 160.00 
Thanks-Giving ............................................ $ 1,355.00 
Total  ......................................................... .$ 5,483.00  

Budget Receipts Year to Date ............... $ 153,651.28 
 

This Week’s Designated Gifts  
DayStay ........................................................ $ 247.00 
Church ....................................................... $ 5,400.00 
Total ..........................................................  $ 5,647.00  
 

Budget Need 
Weekly Need .............................................. $ 6,961.54 
Budget Need Year To Date .................... $ 153,153.88 

Budget Surplus ............................................. $ 497.40 
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Youth  Events 
December 3rd—Sunday Funday 
5:00 to 7:00 pm 
In the Bennett Lounge. Free 
 

December 6th—Shoe Box Packing 
6:00 to 7:15 pm in the Ministries Center 
 

December 13th—Shepherds Stew 
6:00 to 7:15 pm at the church 
 

December 17th—Youth Christmas Party 
5:00 to 8:00 pm 
Meet at church for a Christmas Feast, cele-
bration, and movie.  Ugly sweater contest.  
Dirty Santa gift exchange ($10 or less).  Best 
ornament contest.  Cost $5. 

This Sunday evening,  

December 3rd at 7 pm.  
PraiseMakers Christmas Edition  

will be presenting the musical  

"All About That Baby!"  

Hominy Baptist Church 
135 Candler School Road 
Candler, NC  28715 
Phone: 828-667-4541 
Fax: 828-667-8041 
Email: hominy@bellsouth.net 
Website: www.hominybaptist.com 
Minister on Call Cell Phone # 545-8885 

GIFT CARD  
FUNDRAISER   

Now through December 
Please help our Youth and Intermediates 
by purchasing gift cards for Christmas gifts 
and to use throughout the year. You will 
receive the full value of the card and we 
will get a percentage (listed in the % col-
umn) from your order.  You can pick up or 
turn in your order form to the church office 
or Melissa. Thanks so much!  (order form 
included with Journey on-line) 



November 20, 2017 

Dear Ferguson Family Life Center Participants     

It is hard to believe but we have begun our third year in operation. Over 500 individuals have regis-

tered as participants and an average of 100 persons use a fob to enter the Ferguson Family Life Cen-

ter (FFLC) each month. 

We are hosting pickleball at least twice a week, full seasons of church league volleyball and basket-

ball, special practices and tournaments for little league basketball, Special Olympics cheerleaders 

and lots of pick-up basketball games and daily gym walkers. You may have noticed that our childcare 

and afterschool programs have grown, doubling the amount of children that are in the building each 

day. 

We have been fortunate thus far that we have not had any major repair and upkeep expenses. Your 

respectful use of the building has made that happen, and we are deeply grateful. 

We are however reaching the point where maintenance needs are beginning to grow, exercise 

equipment needs to be serviced, walls need to be painted and soon it will be time to strip and refin-

ish the beautiful gym floor.  

Hominy has always seen the FFLC as a gift; a gift to our church and a gift to our community. For that 

reason we have deliberately tried to operate without charging monthly fees comparable to other 

gym facilities. Income from the solar array on the roof covers utilities, and that from rental property 

covers janitorial services, but our initial funding will not cover maintenance indefinitely. So far, the 

only individual user income has been the slight difference between the cost of a fob and the fob de-

posit. 

We have also noticed that there have been many, many fobs issued but rarely used. Some folks are 

not taking advantage of the health benefits of the FFLC, because, after all, it’s not costing them any-

thing on an ongoing basis. In sports terms, they have “no skin in the game.” 

So, in order to generate a stronger base of operating maintenance income, and to help more of our 

participants feel a little more “invested” in using the facilities, beginning in January 2018 there will 

be a $24 annual fee for continued use of the FFLC. We hope this is very affordable for all our partici-

pants, and will consider waivers for financial hardship.  

All current fobs issued before October 1, 2017 will be turned off on December 31 unless and until a 

2018 fee is received. Fobs issued since October 1 can be renewed for $14.  You can mail a check or 

bring cash by the church office during regular business hours. If you would like to return your fob 

and receive your deposit back, you may do so, or you can make that a gift to the FFLC. 

Please let us know if you have any questions or suggestions, we know that the FFLC would not be the 

success that it is without you! 

Phil Hall                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Paul Raybon 

Pastor for Student Life and Community Engagement                                       Associate Pastor 






