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   December 2   1st Sunday of Advent  

  11:00 a.m.    A Bethlehem Moment 
 

December 5  Wednesday Evening 

  6:00 p.m.   Christmas Shoebox  

          Wrapping & Packing Party 
 

December 9  2nd Sunday of Advent  

  11:00 a.m.    ...And on Earth, Peace 
 

December 12  Wednesday Evening 

  5:30 p.m.   Shepherd’s Stew & One Starry Night 
 

December 16  3rd Sunday of Advent  

  11:00 a.m.    Marking Our Days with Joy 

  5:00 p.m.    Church-wide Christmas Party 
 

December 20   Thursday Evening 

  7:00 p.m.    Songs in the Night:  

                                  A Service of Comfort and Joy  
           

December 23   4th Sunday of Advent  

  11:00 a.m.    When God Embraces Humanity  

    7:00 p.m.      Eve of the Eve Candlelight Service 

            Ready Your Hearts 

Shoebox Wrapping & Packing Party 

The packing/wrapping will take place on Wednesday, December 5, 
in the Ministries Center, following dinner.   
 

Here are the items that are most needed for the shoeboxes: 
Crayons           School Supplies 
Toothpaste         Toothbrushes 
Hats (for boys & girls)   Small toys  
Socks (for boys & girls) 

White Christmas food offering  
All Bible Study classes have been assigned certain items to 
bring on Sunday, December 16.  (see insert for assignments)  
All other church members are asked to help donate toward the 
cost of the turkeys, eggs, and milk. All items should be brought 
to the Ministries Center. The boxes will be set up for packing 
on Monday, Dec. 17th at 9am.  Please consider volunteering 
your time to help.  

Poinsettias  

Beautiful poinsettias will adorn our  
sanctuary on Sunday, Dec. 16.   
The poinsettias can be purchased for 
$8.00 in memory or in honor of some-
one special. The honors and memorials 
will be listed in the bulletin on Dec. 16.  
The flowers will be available for pickup 

at the end of the Eve of the Eve Service on Dec. 23.  To order, 
please call or email the church office at 667-4541  
or  hominy@bellsouth.net.  Thank you. 

Located downstairs in 
the new Welcome Center 

seating area.  

This will be the 3rd year that we display a Tree of Remembrance, which is filled with ornaments in 
memory of those that have been a part of our lives. The ornaments are kept each year and displayed 
on the tree. We also like to add ornaments each year. You may either donate an ornament in 
memory of your loved one, or have their name written on a glass ball ornament that we already 
have. Each ornament will have a small ribbon with the person's name you are remembering as well 
as your name as the giver. Please contact Kody in the office or Kristen with your information and 
ornament.  

Located upstairs in the new  
Sanctuary Foyer seating area.  

All families and individuals are invited to donate an ornament that is significant or meaningful to 
your family to be placed on a Christmas tree in the Welcome Center on the lower level of our new 
addition. We will have tags available for you to write your names on as well as a special message 
from you to our faith family. These ornaments will be reused each Christmas and added to as we 
welcome families and individuals into our church each year. Be sure to come see the tree after it is 
decorated during our Deck The Halls party on November 28! (Ornaments can be added any time 
during Advent) 



I Was Just Thinking...  Steering Column 

 …I must say, there is a spirit within our church, even around the church that is 

unlike any I’ve encountered in ministry.  Such love, compassion, involvement and 

encouragement are unduplicated in my forty-one years of ministry.  At our Homi-

ny Heritage Day, the sanctuary was filled in spirit and in function.  What a day.  

Pastor Trey shared beautifully, the musicians/singers were inspiring, the Heritage 

Committee work was precise, the Hospitality folk (combined with our general 

membership) produced a meal for the record-books, and the most common state-

ment made throughout was “This church is so joyful.”   

 You know, I think that’s true.  I’m not oblivious to the areas that need improving, 

nor am I willing to ignore the beautiful fellowship we’ve worked so hard to have.  

Yes, I mean “worked.”  It takes work to achieve the level of friendship, joy and 

support we see every day at Hominy.  At our Heritage Day gathering, some dear 

friends who no longer live in these parts, said “we’ve tried and tried to find a 

church like Hominy, but there isn’t one.”   

 There really is something unique about YOU!  Stated differently, there actually is 

a difference between what you’ll discover at Hominy and what you’ll find in lots of 

other congregations.  Certainly other churches have their mission, their heartbeat 

for their community, their desire to be the body of Christ.  Still, there is something 

wonderfully different about you. 

 As we now enter the Season of Advent, marching us onward toward Christmas, 

you’ll find varied ways to show the tangible love of Jesus to some needful folk in 

our valley.  Martha’s Kids, Tows for Tots, Shoebox Ministry, White Christmas…to 

name a few.  You’ll also continue providing your usual ways of caring through Dai-

ly Bread, DayStay and Child Care ministries, among others.   

 But then there is something else.  Multiple opportunities for fellowship, inspira-

tion and ministry continue to be provided.  A church that cares for the poor sur-

rounding them at the neglect of the needs within the fellowship is getting it only 

half right.  The church that provides continuously for the inner-needs of the con-

gregation at the neglect of the poor is a ship that is only half righted.  Hominy, 

though imperfect, strikes a pretty strong balance between inward church/

outward reach. 

 Over the coming four weeks you’ll be tempted to say, “We’re being asked to 

support lots of different ministries, all at once.”  That’s correct.  Unapologetically, 

we will ask those of us who have much to share with those who have little.  Partic-

ularly at this season of the year, this is a good place to be congregationally.  What 

sorts you out from most church families is that throughout the year, you’ll contin-

ue doing much.  You are amazing.  The Jesus-light reflects beautifully upon you.  

You make our community and world a much better place.  Get involved with a 

people who are doing things that matter.  We need you.  You need this opportuni-

ty.  Bless you all.     Joe 

Dr. Joseph E. Yelton 
Senior Pastor 
 

Dr. Paul Raybon 
Associate Pastor 
 

Rev.  Melissa Hughes 
Pastor to Families 

Rev. Phil Hall 
Student Life & Community Engagement 
 

Kristen Dominguez 
Minister of Music & Creative Worship 
 

Kody Joyner 
Ministry Assistant 

Rachel Miller 
DayStay Executive Director 
 

Andy Gibson 
Child Care Executive Director 
 

Brandon Long 
Custodian 

Karen Morgan 
Worship Accompanist 
 

Pat Kirby 

Worship Accompanist 
 

Nicole Chockley 
Nursery Worker 

Advent begins on Sunday! By 
then we will have completed the 
work of decorating our sanctuary 
and halls for the season. Pay 
attention to Nativity scenes 
scattered throughout the build-
ing, use each one as a reminder 
to pause and remember the baby 
Jesus we are preparing to wel-
come. 
All through this Advent journey 
we will be will be accompanied 
by the reflections of St. Francis of 
Assisi, who is credited with cre-
ating the first Nativity scene in a 
cave in Greccio, Italy in 1223. It 
was simple but powerful, an 
empty manger, some hay, a cow 
and a donkey. People came from 
all over the community for the 
midnight mass. Francis “stood 
before the manger, full of devo-
tion and piety, bathed in tears 
and radiant with joy.... Then he 
preached to the people around 
the nativity of the poor King; and 
being unable to utter His name 
for the tenderness of His love, He 
called Him the Babe of Bethle-
hem.” A bystander reported see-
ing a vision of the baby Jesus ly-
ing in the manger. 
What a memorable Christmas! 
Francis worked to set the stage 
for worship and invited all the 
people of the village to come and 
bring their friends and family. 
What will you do to prepare for 
Christmas? Who will you invite to 
come with you on the journey to 
see the Babe of Bethlehem? 
Take Care 
Paul 

Hominy Staff______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Volunteers  This Week At Hominy   Current Prayer Requests 

Sunday, December 2 
Acolyte   
River Sexton 
Deacon Leader  
Polly Bryson 
Deacon Greeter 
Main Entrance: 
Polly Bryson 
Ramp Door: 
Gail Wright 
Ushers 
Phil Martin 
Caleb McCulloch 
Jim Causby 
Joey Reed 
Sound 
Gene Willard 
Multimedia 
Jessica Willard 
Kim Honeycutt 
Nursery Worker   
Kody Joyner 
Children’s Worship 
Mandy Durham 
Security/Parking  
TBA 
Blood Pressure 
Jennalee Sexton 
Intermediate Breakfast 
Robbie & Terra Pittman 
Youth Breakfast 
Phil Hall 

SUNDAY, December 2   First Sunday of Advent 

10:00 am Bible Study 

11:00 am Worship Service 

  2:00 pm Open Gym 

  2:30 pm Fitness Ctr. Orientation 

  5:00 pm Youth Sunday Funday 

MONDAY, December 3 

  6:00 pm Community Meal/Montmorenci 

TUESDAY, December 4 

  9:30 am Staff Meeting 

  6:00 pm Child Care Christmas Program 

  6:30 pm Crawford-Miller Christmas Party  

                  at Corinne Yelton’s 

  7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

WEDNESDAY, December 5 

  3:45 pm Young People’s Choir & Band 

  5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner 

  6:00 pm Nursery, Children’s Music & Missions 

  6:15 pm Shoebox Packing and Wrapping Party 

  7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir 

THURSDAY,  December 6 

  7:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

11:00 am DayStay Worship Service 

12:00 pm Pickleball 

  6:00 pm Stewardship & Finance Meeting 

  6:30 pm LifeGroup at Jake & Kourtney Yelton’s 

  6:30 pm Cub & Boy Scouts 

FRIDAY, December 7  

SATURDAY, December 8 

 4:00 pm Tows for Tots Parade & Dinner 

SUNDAY, December 9    Second Sunday of Advent 

10:00 am Bible Study 

11:00 am Worship Service 

IN THE HOSPITAL: 
Pat Trimnal, Mission 
Terry Clark, Mission  
 

UPCOMING SURGERY: 
Jan. 2: Debra Uyeoka, hip  
 

RECOVERING: 
Carolyn Ivey; Pisgah Manor 
Carolyn Morris   Cecilly Phillips 
Pat Kirby       Syl Vinson 
Susan Bull      Elaine Roberts  
Ashley Trantham  Bobby Wright 
Steve Morgan    Patricia Davis 
Jaydon Dawkins   Chuck Turner 
Cindy Robinson   Earl Pegram 
Sheila Hand     Larry Trimnal  
Jack Ferguson    Danny Biddix            
Barbara Hall     Nellie Warren  
Diana Johnson     
Reva Ann Ferguson (Jack & Carolyn Ferguson’s grand-
daughter) 
Danny Widener (Melissa Hughes’ step-father)  
 

FAMILY & FRIENDS: 
Cathy DeWeese Russell; brother & sister-in-law 
Mary Hudgins (Penny Benson’s mother) 
Carolyn Treadway (sister of Patty Simmons) 
Gary Blair (cancer, friend of Joyce Simmons) 
Waylan Hensley (6 month old infant w/leukemia) 
Jerry Murray (cancer, co-worker of Robbie Pittman) 
Timmy Sage (Melissa Hughes’ cousin -Maryland) 
Rickey Beene (friend of Charles & Pat Kirby) 
Amy Sprinkle (cancer treatment) 
Sylvia Bennett (Tracey Lockhart’s mom) 
Amy Robinson (Mike & Kay Robinson’s  
daughter-in-law) 
Devon Michael (friend of Dan McCurry) 
Noah McFall (9 yr. old boy w/Cystic Fibrosis)  
Mary & George Hardin (parents of Sheila Gee) 
Barbara Kirby (Charles Kirby’s mother) 
Jennifer Owenby (partner of Terri Meadows)  
Vicky Moore (daughter of Laura Debord) 
 

ADULT CARE FACILITIES:  
Heather Glen: Judy Taylor    
Pisgah Manor: Louise Gosnell, Bob Morris, Sr.  
Oaks/Sweeten Creek: Clara West  
 

MILITARY FAMILY:  
US Air Force: Colby Alexander  
US Marine Corps: Levi Vess   
National Guard: Seth Aaron Wright,  
Karina Padilla, CJ Pryce, Chris Rice  
Coast Guard: Marc Todd   
Hargrave Academy: Jackson Stewart  
 

COLLEGE STUDENTS: 
Chelsea Nave,  WCU 
Christian Donaldson, AB Tech 
Ian Ferguson, UNO 
Kelsie Hughes, ETSU 
Lindsey Bull, NCSU 
MacKenzie Rice, UNCA 
Nick Williams, AB Tech 
 

Attendance & Budget   

This is not the official financial report of the church.  These are estimates at the time of printing.  

   Attendance:  Sunday School…….. 72    Worship Service……. 150 
 

11/25 Budget Giving ........... ……………… $     5,874.25 
“Thanks-Giving” .................. ……………… $     2,490.00   
Budget Receipts Year to Date  ............  $ 205,623.60 

 

Budget Weekly Need ...........................  $     6,826.92   
Budget Need Year To Date  .................  $ 150,192.24 
Budget surplus .....................................  $   55,431.36 
 

Designated DayStay .............................  $         10.00    
Designated Church...............................  $     1,595.00 
Designated Total ..................................  $     1,605.00 
 

 

 

WEDNESDAY DINNER MENU  
November 28: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, carrots, salad, & cookies. 
December 5: Parmesan chicken with noodles, green beans, & cake/pie. 
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~Room In The Inn~ 
We will be hosting Room In The Inn December 30 through 
January 5.  We will have the honor of bringing in the New 
Year with these ladies.  Sign-up on Sunday after worship or 
call the church office at 667-4541.   

~Gift Cards~ 
Please help our youth and intermediates by purchasing gift 
cards for Christmas gifts and to use throughout the year.  
You will receive the full value of the card and we will get a 
percentage from your order.  Order forms are available on 
our website and the church office. 

Sunday Funday 
Sunday, December 2  
 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Dinner provided. 
 

Youth Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 19  
 

6:00 pm to 9:30 pm, Dinner provided. 
The youth will need to bring a gift valued at $10 
or less for a dirty Santa game.  The youth are 
also asked to wear an ugly sweater.    

~~Christmas Parties~ 
Crawford Miller Circle Group:  
Tuesday, December 4 at 6:30 pm. We will meet at the home of 
Corinne Yelton.  Bring a covered dish to share, and a $10 gift if 
you would like to participate in the gift exchange.   
 

Sutton/Johnson Sunday School Class:  
On Friday, December 14 at 6 pm, we will meet at Buckhorn 
(Carolina Pride) on Wiggins Road in Candler.  Bring your spouse 
or a friend, along with a fun white elephant gift to exchange. 
 

Churchwide Christmas Party:  
Sunday, December 16 at 5 pm.  Bring your friends, family, and 
your favorite holiday dish or goodie to share.  We will have a 
visitor from the North Pole and lots of fun and fellowship. 
 

Starnes-Grogan Circle Group:  
Saturday, December 22 at 9 am.  Ladies’ Christmas breakfast at 
Ryan’s on Brevard Road. 
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Christmas Comfort: a service of healing and hope  
Holidays can be very difficult. While the world 
around us is celebrating, we want to take 
time to acknowledge the pain of transition 
and loss. We come together to know that we 
are not alone.  

Please join us after the Free Community Meal on    
Monday, December 3rd 7:15p.m. in the sanctuary at 
Montmorenci UMC, 89 Old Candler Town Road in Can-
dler for a simple service of comfort and healing.  

ABCCM’s 35th Year   “Return to Bethlehem” 
This is the longest running Nativity             

production in the entire state. Hosted again 

by Groce United Methodist in East Asheville, 

it will run December 6-9. If you’d like more 

information please contact brad.owen@abccm.org.   

~~Christmas Card Exchange~ 
Please consider saving on postage this year and drop your 

Christmas cards in the new Sanctuary Lobby (2nd floor) for your 

church family, and use the savings to make a donation to CBF 

Global Missions. 

mailto:brad.owen@abccm.org


WHITE CHRISTMAS FOOD OFFERING 
Collection Deadline: Sunday, December 16 

Distribution: Monday, December 17 
 

It is time once again to prepare for our yearly White Christmas food boxes that will be given to our friends and 
neighbors in our community.  Below are the assignments for each Bible study class.  If your family is part of several 
classes, please feel free to help where you are able.  We are planning to provide at least 40 boxes. 
 
You may collect these items in your class during Advent, or you can bring all of the items in on Sunday, December 
16. On Sunday, December 16, please bring your items to the Ministries Center and place them in the designated lo-
cation on the stage.  There will be signs posted for each food item.   

 
 

Ready Sunday School Class      bags of stuffing  
 
 
Berean Men’s Class           cans of cranberry sauce 
 
 
Jerry Sutton/Chris Miller’s Class   (5 lb.) bags of potatoes   

                  (5 lb.) bags of self-rising flour  
                  packs of rolls 

 
 
Paul Raybon’s Class           (5 lb.) bags of self-rising cornmeal 
                       simple packs of cookies (add water) 
     
 
Praise Team & 
Melissa Hughes’s Class        large (28 oz) cans of corn, green beans, and yams  
                       (5 lb.) bags of sugar 

 
 
Youth                   boxes of macaroni & cheese 
 
 
Children & Intermediate Class   boxes of macaroni & cheese 
 
 
The Church at Large          Monetary donations to cover the cost of 
                       40 turkeys, 40 gallons of milk, 40 cartons of eggs, & Zip Lock Bags 
 
 
 
    

Thanks so much for your generosity and your help in making this a wonderful Christmas  
for those in our community who need help this year! 


