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The Journey 

If you would like to receive the newsletter and updates via email:  

Please send your request to hominy@bellsouth.net 

Opening for a Daily Bread driver on  
Fridays immediately. The Upper Route 
starts at Hominy and heads up  
Pisgah Highway about seven miles and 
back, from 10:30 am-12:00 noon. 

 
In the midst of beautiful scenery you get to deliver  
nutritious meals and meet 12 folks whose day is made 
brighter by your visit. For some, yours is the only face 
they see all day, and they will brighten your day as 
well. If interested contact Paul. 

Welcome to Richard Martin who joined the church this 
past Sunday.  He comes to us by transfer of his letter 

from First Baptist Church Lafayette Georgia.  He is Phil 
Martin's brother.  His deacon will be Polly Bryson.  

His contact information is: 
43 Pisgah View Dr. 
Candler, NC 28715 

(828)490-8724 Pastor Joe will be teaching at the 
Baptist Seminary in Haiti January  
18-22.  Your prayers on his behalf 

are greatly appreciated.   

Weather-Related Closing Policy 
 

Changes to the Sunday worship and Bible study schedule will 
be posted on WLOS and WLOS.com, and if possible, on the 

church office voicemail and www.hominybaptist.com. 
 

Church weekday activities will follow Buncombe County 
Schools Enka District. If those schools close then church  

activities will be cancelled that night. 
 

Please note that Hominy Baptist Childcare and DayStay HBC 
Adult Day Services have separate closing policies. Hominy  

Baptist Childcare closings will be posted on WLOS and 
WLOS.com.  When Childcare is closed due to weather, DayStay 

and the FFLC are also closed. 
 

On weekends, if parking lot is not clear, FFLC is closed. 

The next Church Conference will be on January 25th  
at 6:15 pm. If you plan to come to dinner before the con-
ference, call the church office to make your reservation. 

Congratulations to Stuart and Lauren 
Thrash on the birth of their baby girl,  
Kiddlee Palen Thrash, on January 15, 

2017, in Wyoming.  She weighed 8 lb.,  
11 oz. and was 21 inches long.   

The proud grandparents are Dale and Allison Thrash.  

Celebrate Recovery 
Phil Martin is once again facilitating the group Celebrate 

Recovery. The first session will be on Friday, February 3rd, 
at 7:00 pm at the church, and each Friday thereafter.  

For more info, please call Phil at (828)734-0644. Dear Hominy Baptist Church Members, 
      Thank you so much for your faithfulness in giving 
to the ministries and mission of Hominy Baptist 
Church.  The stewardship receipts were very good in 
October, November, and December enabling the 
Church to overcome the deficit of receipts of the prior 
3 months of the fiscal year.  Stewardship receipts were 
100.8% of the budgeted receipts for the first 6 months 
of the fiscal year, which runs from 7/01/2016 - 
6/30/2017.  The purpose of this article is to encourage 
caution of spending over the budgeted amounts for 
the remaining 6 months of the fiscal year, to avoid  
farther over spending of the budget.  If over spending 
occurs this will add to the deficit of the church fund 
balance.  Over spending the budget the first 6 months 
of the fiscal year contributed to a church fund balance 
deficit of -$6,139.  Reserve accounts were impacted  
by necessary repairs and replacement of equip-
ment.  There is an outstanding bill of $6,200 for the 
replacement of the hot water tank in the ministries 
building. 
      God has blessed HBC well by enabling it to provide 
so much ministry to the Hominy Valley through finan-
cial support for the ministries and the ministers.  "Thank 
you Church" for making this possible. 
HBC Stewardship & Finance Committee 

Notes of thanks were given by both  
Candler Elementary and Pisgah  

Elementary to Martha’s Kids, Tows for Tots, 
and Hominy Baptist Church. Each school expressed their  

gratitude for everything that each person and group did to 
help those children in need this past Christmas season and 

throughout the year. Both were truly grateful for not only the 
gifts, but the kindness that is always shown. 



I was just thinking… 
       …In ministry, we are responsible for irresponsible people.  People 
who are spiritually lazy, folks who would rather climb a tree and tell 
a lie than stand on the ground and tell the truth, individuals who’ve 
earned a reputation for always being negative/accusing….yes, in 
ministry, we are responsible for those people, those…irresponsible 
people.  Every now and then, success comes.  The lazy will land and 
keep a job, the deceptive will repent and speak truth and yes, the 
negative and accusing will occasionally become kind, gentle and 
generous.  Remember, what Ebenezer Scrooge was known as is not 
what he became known for.  Change is possible.  STILL, most often, 
even with the best of intentions, the most diligent of efforts, and the 
most fervent praying, we remain responsible for irresponsible  
people. 
        That’s not entirely a bad thing.  Such struggles can mold us into 
better people.  Learning to endure can create within us a cleaner, 
purer heart.  HOWEVER, IT CAN BECOME A BAD THING?  When is 
being responsible for the irresponsible negative?....when it causes a 
church family to delineate to the least common denominator.  In  
other words, in an effort to avoid open conflict or in a misguided  
attempt to “be Christian,” we’ve all witnessed the least spiritual but 
most vocal/negative person in the body speak for the body.  That 
 is not just dangerous….left unabated, it is deadly to the very  
congregation trying to keep the peace. 
       Saturday Night Live has an occasional skit repeat entitled,  
“Drunk Uncle.”  In it, the family’s drunk uncle always seems to mess 
up every family gathering.  Christmas turns from a warm and  
inviting time to a dreadful endurance.  Graduations become causes 
for “drunk uncle” to interrupt the procession.  Inappropriateness 
rules the day whenever “drunk uncle” is present.  It’s funny watching 
the family trying to dismiss him as innocent or misunderstood.   
In real life, it’s not funny.  Most of us individually and certainly  
congregationally have a “drunk uncle.”  In churches there are  
individuals who seem to muddy the water no matter what is  
happening.  Their negativity, their judgmental nature, their certainty 
that they are right and any opposition must thereby be wrong, is a 
cancerous leach.   
        Jesus didn’t model for us the notion that we should tolerate  
the intolerant.  Jesus scorned the double-tongued.  Jesus called-out 
the pious.  Jesus made it clear that there is nothing noble  
about affirming the ignoble among us and the ignoble within us. 
        I pray that my merciful God will help me better lead you.  I pray 
that God will help me more ably defend the defenseless among us.  
And I pray that I will more certainly stand to oppose those who 
would do damage to the body of Christ, even when their intentions 
might be noble.  Whenever I am approached by someone insisting 
that they are right, they are Biblically aligned, and they are on God’s 
side, the Holy Spirit within me speaks caution.  For you see, none of 
us….NONE OF US are very right, NONE OF US possess perfect clarity 
of Scripture and NONE of us are always at God’s side.  Praise God for 
Grace.  Praise God for forgiveness.  And yes, praise God when we 
need to give grace to the undeserving, and when we need to hold 
the haughty responsible.  That’s not ungraceful….that’s spiritual  
decisiveness, and I want to be a part of it.     
                                                                                     Joe 

 

January: No activities 
February 21: Fellowship  
Luncheon, bring a younger  
picture of you and your spouse 

or yourself for a contest. 
Watch the church newsletter for  added events. 

Wednesday Night Supper 
 

January 18, 2017 
BBQ Shredded Chicken, Carrots, Potatoes au gratin, 

and Brownies 
 

January 25, 2017 
Pork Chops, Rice Pilaf, Peas, Cake 

 

If you’re not on the regular Wed. dinner list, reserve your 
place by calling or emailing the church office at 667-4541 

or hominy@bellsouth.net 

STEERING COLUMN    

     Back in November, at our first ever  
Spiritual Formation Summit we talked 
about the seeing our congregation as an 

ecosystem rather than as an institution. We’ll be  
continuing that conversation this winter, but I’m 
thinking this week about the issue of energy in an 
ecosystem.  

       Every ecosystem is dependent on energy. In  
nature the ultimate source is the Sun. That energy is 
converted by plants into food which some animals 
consume directly and others consume by consuming 
plant-eating plant animals. Animals die and decay, 
energy returns to the plants as soil. It’s the whole  
circle of life thing. 
       But what about energy in a congregation? 
(There will be no consuming of other members of 
our church in this metaphor!) 
       Our ultimate source of energy is the Holy Spirit 

but how does it get shared in the community of 
faith? I think of at least three ways: 
        Worship: as we gather to sing, pray, listen to 
Scripture, and proclaim our stories and The Story  
together, there is palpable energy in the room, the 
Spirit prompts us to see our lives and ministry in a 
different way, and to respond in faith. 
       Ministry: although ministry takes energy, it also 
produces energy. When we are engaged in ministry 
we are energized by seeing God at work in others 
and ourselves. 

        People: Sometimes it only takes one person  
“on fire” to set the whole community ablaze with 
energy. We have to discern between flash in the pan 
excitement and the work of the Spirit, without 
“quenching” the Spirit in others. 
So look for sources of energy in our congregation, in 
worship, ministry and people, and get plugged in! 
Take care 
Paul 



THIS WEEK AT HOMINY 
SUNDAY, January 22 
  9:20 am Intermediate Choir 
  9:40 am B.L.A.S.T 
  9:40 am Bible Study 
10:45 am Worship Service  
  2:00-4:00 pm Open Gym 
  2:30 pm Fitness Center Orientation 

MONDAY, January 23 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
  6:00 pm Community Meal @ Montmorenci 
  6:00 pm Basketball Game 
  7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

TUESDAY,  January 24 
10:30 am Staff Meeting 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
12:00 pm Pickleball 

WEDNESDAY, January 25 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
  5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner   
  6:00 pm Mid-Week Regenerations 
  *Music & Missions for ages 3 through 6th grade 
    *Youth Group meets 
 6:15 pm Church Conference 
  7:15 pm  Sanctuary Choir 

THURSDAY, January 26 
  8:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
11:00 am DayStay worship 
12:00 pm Pickleball 

FRIDAY, January 27 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 

SUNDAY, January 29 
  9:20 am Intermediate Choir 
  9:40 am B.L.A.S.T 
  9:40 am Bible Study 
10:45 am Worship Service  
  5:00 pm Youth Game Night 

Weekly Attendance Report 
Sunday School Adult Study Jan 15 .................................. 87 
DayStay Worship (Thursday) ............................................ 24    

10:45 Worship Service Jan 15. ....................................... 117 

Worship Leaders: 
Deacon Worship Leader  
Bruce Morgan 
Deacon Greeter  
Smith– Bruce Morgan 
Ramp– Arlene Whiteside 
Ushers  
Robbie Pittman, Vaudie Robinson, 
Chris Miller, Polly Bryson 
Security/Parking Lot Greeter 
Mike Sexton 
Multimedia  
Kelsie Hughes 
Sound Tech   
Greg Hughes 
Blood Pressures   
Jennalee Sexton 
Nursery Worker   
Nicole Chockley 
Children’s Worship 
TBA 
Acolyte  
Zachary Rice 
Youth Breakfast  

David Truesdale 

Hominy Staff 

Dr. Joseph E. Yelton 
Senior Pastor 

joeyelton@bellsouth.net 
 

Dr. Paul Raybon 
Associate Pastor 

paulraybon@bellsouth.net 
 

Rev.  Melissa Hughes 
Pastor to Families 

melissahughes@bellsouth.net 
 

Rev. Phil Hall 
Pastor for Student Life 

& Community Engagement 
 

Kristen Dominguez 
Minister of Music 

kristendominguez@bellsouth.net 
 

Kody Joyner 
Ministry Assistant 

hominy@bellsouth.net 

 

Kay Riddle 
Childcare  

Executive Director 
kayriddle@bellsouth.net 

 

Rachel Miller 
DayStay  

Executive Director 
daystaymiller@bellsouth.net 

 

Karen Morgan 
Director of Keyboard  

Ministries 
 

Pat Kirby 

Assistant Director of  
Keyboard Ministries 

 

Nicole Chockley 
Nursery Worker 

 

Brandon Long 
Custodian 

 

Please be aware that the church voted in conference to change the 
fiscal year to July 1-June 30 of each year. 

     

This Week’s Budget Receipts 
01/08/2017 Regular Budget  ..........................  $475.00 
01/15/2017 January 15 ......................................... TBA 
Electronic Gifts  ................................................. $ 0.00 
Thanks-Giving  ................................................... $0.00 
Total  ...........................................................     $475.00 
 

Budget Receipts Year to Date ................ $ 209,671.74 
 

This Week’s Designated Gifts  
01/08/2017 DayStay  .......................................... $0.00  
01/08/2017 Church  .......................................... $75.00 
Total .................................................................  $75.00 
 

Budget Need 
Weekly Need .............................................. $ 7,826.92 
Budget Need Year To Date ..................... $219,153.76 

Budget Deficit ........................................... -$ 9,482.02 

In regard to financial information listed in the Journey:   

Please be aware that this is not the official financial report of the church.  These are our best estimates at 

the time of printing.  The monthly financial report is the official accounting of all church funds and has been 

verified by reconciled deposits.   A copy of the monthly report can be obtained from the church office. 

 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
HOSPITAL: Martha Wolfe , Hip Surgery 
Kiah Trexler 
RECOVERING: 
Jan Alexander, Foot Surgery 
Bill Drown 
Virginia Trexler, Pisgah Manor 
Josh Trantham 
Larry Trimnal, cancer diagnosis 
Ted Rhodes 
Bryan Kinser, cancer (Jack & Carolyn  
Ferguson’s son-in-law) 
Lana Elingburg (at home) 
Michelle Jolly Burnette 
Caroline Britt (Joe & Corinne’s great-niece) 
 
UPCOMING SURGERY 
February 6: Derek Bezemer, heart surgery 
Gloria Drown, March 3, back surgery 
Kody Joyner, Chemo Treatments 
 
MEMBERS IN NEED OF PRAYER:  
Michael Sanders         Jordin Owenby         
 Shirley Bateman     Bettie Wright  
Iva Lee Elingburg     Clara West    
Bill Morgan              Jack Ferguson 
Don Brinkley            Don Hancock            
 
Nona Hancock         Barbara Hall 
Renea Turner            Sandy Wright 
Charlotte Sanders        Virginia Trexler        
 
OTHER CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Vivian Conard 
Jimmy Rogers (Friend of Phil & Mallory Hall) 
Tammy Ray (Friend of Pless Family) 
Marilyn Plemmons (Amy Rice’s Stepmother)   

Mike Gregory (Amy Rice’s friend) 
Christi Gobble, (Melissa Hughes’ Cousin) 
Mary Stewart (Polly Bryson’s sister) 
Teresa Dzieweczynski, Stage 4 pancreatic  
cancer (friend of Jennalee Sexton) 
Devon Michael (friend of Dan McCurry) 
Highland Simmons (granddaughter of Joyce & 
Eddie Simmons) 
VJ Honeycutt, Ron Honeycutt’s first cousin  
Betty Deweese (Cathy Russell’s mother) 
Tiffani Burris (Cathy Russell’s daughter) 
 
MILITARY PERSONNEL - CHURCH FAMILY:  
Colby Alexander, US Air Force 
Nick Williams, US Marine Corps 
Levi Vess, US Marine Corps 
Seth Aaron Wright, National Guard 
Karina Padilla, National Guard 
CJ Pryce, National Guard 
Chris Rice, National Guard 
Patrick Reynolds, Army (Kelly Jackson’s son) 
Jackson Stewart, Hargrave Military Academy 
 
ADULT CARE FACILITIES:    
Heather Glen: Judy Taylor 
Pisgah Manor: Virginia Trexler, Louise Gosnell, 
Richard Elingburg, Bob Morris, Sr., Betty Lewis,  
VA Hospital Nursing Care Center: Lee Long 
Neighborhood at Tellico Village: Kitty 
Swayngim 
The Laurels: Norburn Hyatt (Clara West’s 
brother-in-law) 
 
 
*Please Note:  Names usually remain on the list for 
approximately one month, with the exception of 
Military Personnel and Adult Care Facilities. If you 
would like to add a prayer request or to remove a 
name please call the church office at 667-4541.   
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Each Sunday 
5th and 6th graders will meet at 9:20 in the 
Sanctuary Choir room, and then will go to 

class at 9:55.  

 

Upcoming events: 

 

Sunday, January 29th.  
5 PM - 7 PM  

Dinner and Games bring a favorite board or 
card game and food will be provided.  

 

Saturday, February 18th.  
2 PM - 9 PM 

Tubing at Tube World in Maggie Valley  
afterwards Dinner and a Movie at the Church. 

Cost $25 
 

 

YOUTH, INTERMEDIATES, & CHILDREN’S  
FAMILY MATTERS 

 

Paul Newman and George Kennedy starred in a movie in 
1967 called "Cool Hand Luke."  It's about a young man who 
was arrested and served time in a prison chain gang.  During 
his time there the warden tries very hard to break his spirit 
and make him comply with their rules.  In one very famous 
scene where the captain is trying to break Luke, the captain 
pushes him around and says some very demeaning things to 
him.  Luke then responds to the captain with a sarcastic  
comment and gets beaten and pushed down a hill.  Then,  
the captain says, "What we've got here is a failure to  
communicate."  The captain's way of communicating was to 
be abusive. He was trying to earn the respect through brute 
force and humiliating comments. That didn't work in the movie 
and it doesn't work in real life either.  Effective communication 
in your family, at work, and with your friends comes from  
mutual respect, trust, and being willing to listen.  It also  
assumes that both parties want the best for each oth-
er.  When communication breaks down, the relationship 
suffers, feelings are hurt, and people are made to feel less 
about themselves.  Communication is vital and effective  
communication speaks volumes.  When you have a failure to 
communicate you have a failure to move forward and 
strengthen the bonds of your love and trust. The first step in 
effective communication is to start with God and work on your 
communication with Him. He will help you in every other  
relationship you have.  Communication also comes in more 
ways than verbal means. God wants to help you with those as 
well.  Keep the lines of communication open with Him and 
you'll find that other lines are more open as well.  -- Melissa  

When we pick up a good book many exciting things can happen. We 
can get lost in the story. We can enter a new world. We can picture our-
selves as one of the characters. We can get invested in the outcome. The 
Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, A Tale of Two Cities, The 
Chronicles of Narnia, Star Wars, and many other stories can excite us and 
draw us into their narrative. Many of these stories are lengthy and take 

time to read, yet people do it every day.  

When we approach the Bible, oftentimes we do not see it as a story. 
Oftentimes we see it as a book of encouragement, a book to give us di-
rection, and a book to share with us some of life’s lessons. The Bible can 
be all these things, but also so much more. It is a story, a great big story, 
the best story ever told. It has many different characters, story changes, 
locations, time periods; but it is one story. A story riddled throughout 

time, one that has you and I as a character in it.  

This Bible reading plan approaches the story of God as that, a story. It is 
divided up into lengthier “chapters” if we can call them that, and still 
holds the segmentation of the books of the Bible. There are worship 
days that approach the Psalms like songs for us to sing. Hopefully, this 34
-week Bible ready plan can help us become part of the story that we 

have been invited into.  

Week 3 
Day 1      Leviticus 1-7            Day 4             Leviticus 23-27 
Day 2     Leviticus 8-15         Worship         Psalm 11-16 
Day 3     Leviticus 16-22 



Pastor Joe’s Sabbatical 
January 2017 Issue 

 
What is the status of Pastor Joe’s Sabbatical? 
 
Approximately one year ago Hominy Baptist Church approved a four month sabbatical 
for Pastor Joe which was to be taken from March 1 through June 30, 2017.  Part of the 
sabbatical plan which dealt with funding included submitting a grant to the Lilly Foun-
dation for approximately $50,000.  It was specified in the sabbatical plan that if this 
grant was not received then the Sabbatical Team was to develop a new plan with activi-
ties and funding.  The Lilly Foundation did not fund our grant proposal so the Sabbatical 
Team has developed a new plan that has been approved by the Board of Deacons and 
will be presented to Church Conference on Wednesday, January 25th. 
 
How has the plan been adjusted? 
 
There are primarily two areas of significant change to the plan.  The first is that the sab-
batical period has been changed from four months to three months and is scheduled for 
March 1 through May 31, 2017.  The second is that the budget amount needed to fund 
the plan has been reduced to $15,000. A copy of the revised plan is attached. 
 
Where will the $15,000 come from?  Will it come from the regular church budget? 
 
Funding will not come from the church budget but is being solicited from donors.  To 
date $10,000 has been received to fund the sabbatical activities.  Those of you who 
would like to contribute to the sabbatical fund are encouraged to do so by writing a 
check payable to Hominy Baptist Church and indicating on it that it is for Pastor Joe’s 
Sabbatical. 
 
What if the full $15,000 is not received? 
 
If the full $15,000 is not received then each line item in the sabbatical budget will be re-
duced by the percentage of the $15,000 not received.  For example, $10,000 is 66.7% of 
the full budget, if only the $10,000 currently received is all that is received then each 
line item would be reduced by 33.3%.  A copy of the revised budget is attached. 
 
Will the church need to vote to approve the revised sabbatical plan? 
 
Yes.  The church will be asked to approve the revised sabbatical plan at our next Church 
Conference which is scheduled for Wednesday evening, January 25th.  Jim Causby, 
Chair of the Sabbatical Team, will present and discuss the revisions.  You are encour-
aged to review the attached revised Recommendations and Budget and to then attend the 
Church Conference.  Both the Sabbatical Team and the Board of Deacons have ap-
proved the revised plan and encourage you to vote for approval. 



Pastor Joe’s Sabbatical 
Revised Recommendations 

Hominy Baptist Church Sabbatical Team 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that Hominy Baptist Church ap-
prove a three month sabbatical for Pastor Joe. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the sabbatical be scheduled 
on or about March 1, 2017 through May 31, 2017. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that Associate Pastor Paul Raybon 
serve as Interim Senior Pastor during the pastor’s sabbatical leave. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that Pastor Melissa Hughes serve 
as Interim Associate Pastor during the pastor’s sabbatical leave. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that Pastors Paul Raybon and 
Melissa Hughes jointly handle preaching responsibilities during the pastor’s 
sabbatical leave. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that Pastors Paul Raybon and 
Melissa Hughes each receive an additional $1,000 per month during the pas-
tor’s sabbatical leave or a prorated percentage of the funding that has been 
committed. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that a temporary half-time cleri-
cal position be added for a period of one week before the beginning of the pas-
tor’s sabbatical leave through one week following the pastor’s sabbatical leave 
with a salary of $12.50 per hour or a prorated percentage of the funding that 
has been committed. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that $4,636, or a prorated per-
centage of the funding that has been committed, be provided to help cover 
Pastor Joe’s expenses related to sabbatical activities. 
 
 
      Approved by the Board of Deacons November 13, 2016 
 



Revised Budget 
Pastor Joe’s Sabbatical 

 
 
 

The sabbatical budget will include the following: 
 

$1,000 per month extra pay for Paul and Melissa  $6,000 
Half time clerical position for 3 months   $3,250 
Benefits Cost       $1,114 
Pastor’s Travel and Program Costs    $4,636 

 
Total Budget      $15,000 
 
 
 

Note One:  Revenues to fund this budget are being solicited and are not being 
taken from the regular church budget.  As of January 1, 2017 a total of 
$10,000 has been pledged.  Additional solicitation of funds will be made. 

 

Note Two:  If the full funding of $15,000 is not achieved then each line item 
of the budget will be funded at the prorate amount of funding achieved.  
(Example – If only $10,000 is received then each budget line item will be 
funded at 66.7%). 
      


