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The Journey 

If you would like to receive the newsletter and updates via email:  

Please send your request to hominy@bellsouth.net 

Opening for a Daily Bread driver on  
Fridays starting January 6. The Upper 
Route starts at Hominy and heads up  
Pisgah Highway about seven miles and 
back, from 10:30 am-12:00 noon. 

 
In the midst of beautiful scenery you get to deliver  
nutritious meals and meet 12 folks whose day is made 
brighter by your visit. For some, yours is the only face 
they see all day, and they will brighten your day as 
well. If interested contact Paul. 

Our heartfelt sympathy and prayers are 
offered to several families this week; 

Shirley Bateman, in the passing of Floyd; 
Greg Hughes, in the passing of his aunt; 

Terra Pittman, on the death of her grand-
father; Rachel Thomas, with the passing 

of her father; Linda Foster, in the death of 
her close family friend; and to Tracey  

Truesdale, in the unexpected passing of 
her grandmother. May God bring each of you and your 

families comfort and peace during this difficult time. 

We have the opportunity to  
celebrate 2 baby showers this 

month.  

 
Candace and Casey Osteen are  

expecting a baby girl in March. There will be a baby 
shower for their new baby on Sunday,  January 15th at 

3:00 pm in the Ministries Center.  
Candace is the daughter of Teresa Varga and the 

granddaughter of Frank and Nellie Warren. Make plans 
to join us as we shower the new baby with love. 

 
There is a virtual baby shower for Stuart and Lauren 
Thrash as well. Stuart is the son of Dale and Allison 

Thrash and is now living in Wyoming. He grew up at 
Hominy. There is a virtual baby shower going on for 

them as they await their first born, a girl, in mid  
January. They are registered at Amazon and/or they 
would appreciate gift cards to Wal-Mart, or cash for  

the baby’s needs, now and in the future. Their address 
is: 1415 Essex St., Green River, WY 82935. 

We will be hosting a  
Blanket Drive on  

Sunday, January 15th.  
Please bring any new or very gently used 

blankets with you to worship. Every blanket 
collected will go to help those in need stay 

warm this winter. 

The Starnes/Grogan Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, January 10th at 12:30 pm at  

Carol Sutton’s house. Please bring your  
circle folder, peanut butter for ABCCM,  

and your donation for the Candler  
Elementary School weekend food bags. 

 WORDS!!! 
 If you are reading this, the New Year has broken through.  

Whether or not you are one for making New Year’s  
resolutions, here’s a challenge that just might be the ticket 
toward you becoming a better version of yourself in this 

New Year.  Commit now, right now, to more carefully 
choose your words, more slowly use words to criticize, 

and, with greater determination, use your words to  
defend the defenseless, encourage the broken, and speak 

Good News to a world hungry for it.          Joe 

EPIPHANY WORSHIP EVENT 
Children ages three and up, and the inter-
mediates in grades 5

 
and 6, are all invited 

to a special Epiphany worship event this 
coming Sunday, January 8.  We will all 
meet in the sanctuary for worship and 

leave together after the children’s moment to go to 
the Ministries Center. We will watch “The Little Drum-

mer Boy,” a Veggie Tales movie that portrays the 
coming of the Magi.  There will be a King’s cake 

served as a special snack.   

The Shoebox Wrapping Team would like to request that  
if you have any unused wrapping paper that you could  

donate to the church for next year’s wrapping party, you 
may bring it to the church office to be stored. You may  
also purchase wrapping paper while it is on clearance  

this year and donate that as well. 



I was just thinking...  
          …Most will agree that words have meaning only within their  
context.  Word meanings change.  Being in high school in the early 
1970s, I had such a hard time trying to get it through my thick skull that 
“bad” came to mean “good.”  “That girl is bad”….“Mama, this apple pie is 
bad”….“The gift I got her for Christmas is so bad.”  How odd for a word 
to take on its actual opposite meaning.  Though I came to understand it 
and used it appropriately at Asheville High School, be assured that it 
never took root at 15 Griffing Blvd.  My mom and dad saw to that.  
(Even Michael  Jackson took the word bad and turned it into something 
that was, for him, very, very good). 
         Other words lose their meaning, not by being used oppositely, but 
by being connoted differently.  For instance, “gay” does not mean  
today what it meant when I was a boy.  “Gangster” has a different  
understanding now than when used in the 1920s-40s.   
        Even names are not immune from contextual changes as the  
culture changes.  To people over seventy, Madonna represents the 
mother of Jesus.  To the majority of those younger than seventy,  
Madonna is a…..well, I’m not very certain how to describe modern day 
Madonna.   
        In the 1980s and 90s we watched as the largest and presumably, 
the strongest Protestant denomination had a schism over words.  Yes, 
words!  The rhetoric of the far-right demanded that the heart and soul 
of the denomination was at stake because liberalism was afoot.  Just 
months before the awful SBC Houston convention in which name-
calling became the brand and unfounded accusations became the  
ammunition, I graduated the very seminary the far-right accused of the 
most atrocious acts of liberalism.  After three full-time years of study, my 
belief in miracles, the Virgin Birth, etc. stood firmer than ever and I 
found no such liberalism at Southeastern.  Still, each year I listened as 
those who had never set foot on campus derided my school with smear 
tactics usually reserved for Presidential politics.  Words! 
       Words are important.  If you find the right words, you can change 
the world (“the pen is mightier than the sword).”  If you use the wrong 
ones, you create havoc most often at the expense of the innocent.   
         Herein lies the trouble with communication.  On the one hand we 
must better understand the immense power words hold.  On the other 
hand, we must be wise enough to seek and discover what the person 
using those words actually means. How many people have been slain 
because of misguided words?  Wars have been fought because of 
words……yea, I suspect most wars are fought because of poorly chosen 
words.  Just days ago a woman in our church lost her son.  He was shot 
to death while on a date with a woman who texted her whereabouts, 
reaching her ex-husband.  That young man never had a chance to  
defend himself or even speak.  He died, at least partially due to  
misplaced words.   
        But then I think of the ways we (most of us), are guilty of  
unfortunate words.  Perhaps our words haven’t led to the physical  
demise of someone, or have they?  Gossip….the sharing of information, 
whether true or not, which needlessly chips away at someone else.  I 
see it in this church as grotesquely as I see it anywhere else.  
         I never cease to be amazed at the many things we allow ourselves 
to focus upon, things that control a lot of our words…..things Jesus  
never addressed…..but we speak of them and brace for battle over 
them.  They become our litmus tests of orthodoxy, of what we  
understand to be right and wrong.                     Joe 

 

January: No activities 
February 21: Fellowship  
Luncheon, bring a younger  
picture of you and your spouse 

or yourself for a contest. 
 

Watch the church newsletter for  added events. 

Wednesday Night Supper 

No Meals Until January 11th 
 

If you’re not on the regular Wed. dinner list, reserve your 
place by calling or emailing the church office at 667-4541 

or hominy@bellsouth.net 

STEERING COLUMN 
     I got to hear my son Will preach his 
first sermon this past weekend. He 
worked really, really, hard to prepare 

and was very nervous beforehand, and did an 
excellent job (those three things often go  
together). In that same service, Kate and her  
Boyfriend, Nathan, did a dramatic reading 
about their journey of faith in college that was 
also very effective and well-received. Yes, we 
were very proud. 
     It was Student Day at their church, and the 
choir members and organist were young adults 
I have watched grow up as friends of my  
children and members of the band and chorus 
at their high school. Some of these kids I have 
known since preschool. Yes, it made me feel old.   
     But it was also emotional in a broader sense. 
For those of you who have been active in your 
kid’s adolescent life, you know what I mean 
when I say that after a while you see a whole 
group of kids as “yours.” You rejoice when they 
do well and you cry when they face hardship. 
And one day you turn around and they are 
grown, and they are ministering to you. That is 
as it should be. So if you haven’t already, find 
ways to invest in the lives of kids that aren’t 
“yours” biologically, you’ll be making the world a 
better place for them, and one day you’ll sit back 
and weep tears of joy for the adults they have 
become. 
 
Take care 
 
Paul 

Remember that if Buncombe County Schools  are closed or close early (Enka District), all church activities  
will be canceled. If the weather is bad and school is not in session, please check Facebook or WLOS for  

further instructions and closings. DayStay and Child Care will post closings separately than church activities. 



THIS WEEK AT HOMINY 
SUNDAY, January 8 
  9:40 am B.L.A.S.T 
  9:40 am Bible Study 
10:45 am Worship Service  
  2:30 pm Stewardship Finance Meeting 
  4:00 pm Deacon’s Meeting 

MONDAY, January 9 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
  6:00 pm Community Meal @ Montmorenci 
  6:00 pm Basketball Game 
  7:00 pm Praise Team Practice 

TUESDAY,  January 10 
  8:30 am Staff Planning Meeting 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
12:00 pm Pickleball 
12:30 pm Starnes/Grogan @ Carol Sutton’s 

WEDNESDAY, January 11 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
  5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner   
  6:00 pm Mid-Week Regenerations 
  *Music & Missions for ages 3 through 6th grade 
    *Youth Group meets 
 6:15 pm Adult Studies  
  7:15 pm  Sanctuary Choir 

THURSDAY, January 12 
  8:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 
11:00 am DayStay worship 
12:00 pm Pickleball 

FRIDAY, January 13 
10:30 am Daily Bread Delivered 

SUNDAY, January 15-Blanket Drive 
  9:20 am Intermediate Choir 
  9:40 am B.L.A.S.T 
  9:40 am Bible Study 
10:45 am Worship Service  
  3:00 pm Baby Shower for Candace & Casey Osteen 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 
Sunday School Adult Study Dec. 25/Jan1. ......................... 0 
DayStay Worship (Thursday) ............................................ 24    

10:45 Worship Service Dec. 25/Jan.1 ......................... 86/75 

Worship Leaders: 
Deacon Worship Leader  
Vaudie Robinson 
Deacon Greeter  
Smith– Vaudie Robisnon 
Ramp– Kay Robinson 
Ushers  
Greg Hughes, Shelia Morris, 
Bobby Morris, Joe Johnson 
Security/Parking Lot Greeter 
Shelia Morris 
Multimedia  
Kelsie Hughes 
Sound Tech   
Robert Joyner 
Blood Pressures   
Jennalee Sexton 
Nursery Worker   
Epiphany Event 
Children’s Worship 
Epiphany Event 
Acolyte  
Kaeddin Dominguez 
Youth Breakfast  

Joe Yelton 

Hominy Staff 

Dr. Joseph E. Yelton 
Senior Pastor 

joeyelton@bellsouth.net 
 

Dr. Paul Raybon 
Associate Pastor 

paulraybon@bellsouth.net 
 

Rev.  Melissa Hughes 
Pastor to Families 

melissahughes@bellsouth.net 
 

Rev. Phil Hall 
Pastor for Student Life 

& Community Engagement 
 

Kristen Dominguez 
Minister of Music 

kristendominguez@bellsouth.net 
 

Kody Joyner 
Ministry Assistant 

hominy@bellsouth.net 

 

Kay Riddle 
Childcare  

Executive Director 
kayriddle@bellsouth.net 

 

Rachel Miller 
DayStay  

Executive Director 
daystaymiller@bellsouth.net 

 

Karen Morgan 
Director of Keyboard  

Ministries 
 

Pat Kirby 

Assistant Director of  
Keyboard Ministries 

 

Nicole Chockley 
Nursery Worker 

 

Brandon Long 
Custodian 

 

Please be aware that the church voted in conference to change the 
fiscal year to July 1-June 30 of each year. 

     

This Week’s Budget Receipts 
12/25/16 Regular Budget  ........................  $ 14,840.05 
Electronic Gifts  ................................................. $ 0.00 
Thanks-Giving  ............................................... $200.00 
01/01/17 Regular Budget ............................ $ 1,840.50 
Electronic Gifts  .......................................... $ 2,410.00  
Total  .....................................................     $ 19,090.55 
 

Budget Receipts Year to Date ................ $ 209,196.74 
 

This Week’s Designated Gifts  
12/25/16 & 1/1/17 DayStay  ........................ $ 6,315.00  
12/25/16 & 1/1/17 Church  .......................... $ 3,135.80 
Total ...........................................................  $ 4,450.80 
 

Budget Need 
Weekly Need .............................................. $ 7,826.92 
Budget Need Year To Date ..................... $211,326.84 

Budget Deficit ........................................... -$ 2,130.10 

In regard to financial information listed in the Journey:   

Please be aware that this is not the official financial report of the church.  These are our best estimates at 

the time of printing.  The monthly financial report is the official accounting of all church funds and has been 

verified by reconciled deposits.   A copy of the monthly report can be obtained from the church office. 

 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
HOSPITAL:  
Mission: Virginia Trexler 
St. Joseph: 
Ginny McClure, Jeff Wright’s mother 
Marilyn Plemmons (Amy Rice’s Stepmother)   
RECOVERING: 
Josh Trantham 
Emily Bennett, Gall Bladder Surgery 
Larry Trimnal, cancer diagnosis 
Bettie Wright  
Iva Lee Elingburg  
Ted Rhodes 
Bryan Kinser, cancer (Jack & Carolyn  
Ferguson’s son-in-law) 
Lana Elingburg (at home) 
Michelle Jolly Burnette 
Jack Ferguson 
Don Brinkley 
Bill Morgan 
Clara West   
Caroline Britt (Joe & Corinne’s great-niece) 
UPCOMING SURGERY 
January 9: Derek Bezemer, heart surgery 
Jan. 17: Jan Alexander, Foot Surgery 
Gloria Drown, back surgery 
Kody Joyner, Chemo Treatments 
MEMBERS IN NEED OF PRAYER:  
Michael Sanders         Jordin Owenby         
Martha Wolfe             Shirley Bateman    
Nona Hancock         Barbara Hall 
Renea Turner            Sandy Wright 
Charlotte Sanders        Virginia Trexler        
Don Hancock            
 
 
 

OTHER CURRENT PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Mike Gregory (Amy Rice’s friend) 
John Williams (Gevony Williams’ father-in-law) 
Christi Gobble, (Melissa Hughes’ Cousin) 
Mary Stewart (Polly Bryson’s sister) 
Teresa Dzieweczynski, Stage 4 pancreatic  
cancer (friend of Jennalee Sexton) 
Devon Michael (friend of Dan McCurry) 
Highland Simmons (granddaughter of Joyce & 
Eddie Simmons) 
VJ Honeycutt, Ron Honeycutt’s first cousin  
Betty Deweese (Cathy Russell’s mother) 
Tiffani Burris (Cathy Russell’s daughter) 
MILITARY PERSONNEL - CHURCH FAMILY:  
Colby Alexander, US Air Force 
Nick Williams, US Marine Corps 
Levi Vess, US Marine Corps 
Seth Aaron Wright, National Guard 
Karina Padilla, National Guard 
CJ Pryce, National Guard 
Chris Rice, National Guard 
Patrick Reynolds, Army (Kelly Jackson’s son) 
Jackson Stewart, Hargrave Military Academy 
ADULT CARE FACILITIES:    
Heather Glen: Judy Taylor 
Pisgah Manor: Louise Gosnell, Richard Eling-
burg, Bob Morris, Sr., Betty Lewis,  
VA Hospital Nursing Care Center: Lee Long 
Neighborhood at Tellico Village: Kitty 
Swayngim 
The Laurels: Norburn Hyatt (Clara West’s 
brother-in-law) 
 
 
*Please Note:  Names usually remain on the list for 
approximately one month, with the exception of 
Military Personnel and Adult Care Facilities. If you 
would like to add a prayer request or to remove a 
name please call the church office at 667-4541.   
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Each Sunday 
5th and 6th graders will meet at 9:20 in the 
Sanctuary Choir room, and then will go to 

class at 9:55.  

No Choir on January 8th. 

 
All Children ages 3 to 6th grade are 
welcome to join after the children’s 

moment to watch a movie and 
have a special treat to celebrate 

Epiphany. 

 
Wednesday evening  

activities start back on  

January 11th.  

 

 

YOUTH, INTERMEDIATES, & CHILDREN’S  
FAMILY MATTERS 

 

The new year has dawned and 2017 has come upon us. New 
opportunities, new hopes, new dreams, and new challenges lie 
ahead.  Sometimes I wish that I could see the future and could 
know what the year has in store.  I want to know what hard times 
are ahead so that I can prepare for them. I want to know what 
good times are coming so I can properly celebrate them.  Or do 
I???  Would you really want to know what 2017 has in store for 
you????  Really????  I know that I am a planner and being able 
to effectively plan for the unexpected would be nice...or at least 
it seems.  If we knew all that 2017 had in store for us we might 
be very happy, or we might be might be very sad.  We also may 
be very scared.  I think God purposefully doesn't show us the 
future because He wants us to have faith that whatever lies 
ahead is in His hands.  Ann Voskamp wrote a devotion on the 
first day of the year that said, "You've got bends in the road ahead, 
things unknown in the year ahead, lots of question marks that 
you'd love answers for -- but you've gotta know it's really going 
to be okay up ahead, we already know how everything is going 
to turn out: When we know Christ, we always know how things 
are going to go — *always for our good and always for His  
glory.  "We can be so sure that *every detail* in our lives of love 
for God *is worked into something good.*" Romans8:28MSG It 
may feel like Mount Everest in front of you, that mountain you 
have to climb in the next 364 days. But the deal is: *Every  
mountain that every Christian ever faces, the Lord levels with 
sufficient grace."  May we all remember that whatever lies ahead 
is already covered by God's grace and won't come as a surprise 
to Him.  Trust Him with 2017 and commit it to Him.  He goes  
before us in all our days and will be there waiting no matter 
what!  -- Melissa  

When we pick up a good book many exciting things can happen. We 
can get lost in the story. We can enter a new world. We can picture our-
selves as one of the characters. We can get invested in the outcome. The 
Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, A Tale of Two Cities, The 
Chronicles of Narnia, Star Wars, and many other stories can excite us and 
draw us into their narrative. Many of these stories are lengthy and take 

time to read, yet people do it every day.  

When we approach the Bible, oftentimes we do not see it as a story. 
Oftentimes we see it as a book of encouragement, a book to give us di-
rection, and a book to share with us some of life’s lessons. The Bible can 
be all these things, but also so much more. It is a story, a great big story, 
the best story ever told. It has many different characters, story changes, 
locations, time periods; but it is one story. A story riddled throughout 

time, one that has you and I as a character in it.  

This Bible reading plan approaches the story of God as that, a story. It is 
divided up into lengthier “chapters” if we can call them that, and still 
holds the segmentation of the books of the Bible. There are worship 
days that approach the Psalms like songs for us to sing. Hopefully, this 34
-week Bible ready plan can help us become part of the story that we 

have been invited into.  

Week 1 
Day 1      Genesis 1-11            Day 4              Genesis 36-50 
Day 2     Genesis 12-25:11     Worship         Psalm 1-5 
Day 3     Genesis 25:12-35 


