April 4, 2009

Greetings Missionaries,

I am writing you because you have either expressed interest in going on the Nada Mission Trip this year or you have gone in the past. This is my first year to go to Nada so I am very excited about our trip this year.
 

We are going on a weekend for the first time to see if that makes it possible for some to go who have not been able to before. I would like for us to be able to leave on Thursday June 11 after lunch. That will give us a full day extra to minister in Nada. If that is a problem we will wait until early Friday.

The cost this year will be $120 to cover the cost of your bed and food. You will need to pay for your meals and snacks on the trip up and back. If finances alone would prevent you from going please let me know. We can make some arrangements. Our fundraisers pay for supplies for construction and activities.
 

Attached is the “first draft” of our schedule.  If you have any ideas please share them.  Some of you have never been to Nada before, but any input will be appreciated.  For those who have gone, please let me know if you see or remember something that needs to be addressed.

There are many areas of ministry.  Please review the list below and see where God is leading you to serve. I would like to have a team leader for Crafts, Children, Meals, Construction, and Worship. We will also be looking for some creative ways to connect with the men of Nada.
· Children, women, and youth craft areas: ideas and leaders are needed; 
· Children’s activity areas: ideas, leaders, and helpers;
· Construction (we are assigned to Lil Hon’s trailer, not sure of specifics yet;

· Preparing lunch each day at mission: leaders and helpers;
· We will be leading the worship service at the Mission on Sunday afternoon

· Daily Mission Worship devotion: leaders, helpers and ideas; 
· Devotion/Music for New FAM Center devotions; leaders, helpers.  
We will divide up into teams for meals that we prepare at the New FAM center and for the clean-up afterwards.  We usually do not put parents and children on the same teams because it has been my experience most children work better for others and they love to help in the kitchen.  There will always be something for everyone to do.  Therefore, everyone will serve on a team.  We try to serve a hot breakfast, sandwiches and chips for lunch, and a hot dinner.  If anyone has special dietary needs please let me know and we can decide what will be the best way to handle it.

I know we will all be blessed as we share Christ with the Nada community.  Keep your eyes open for special moments to share with the folks back in Candler.   

Please notify me as soon as possible regarding the areas you are interested in serving.  Many hands will be on hand to help you.  Email is the best way to contact me – I check it everyday. I am in the office Sunday through Thursday 667-4541 at ext 232.  If you need to talk with me ASAP try my cell 713-6986.
Our first fundraiser is an Applebees Night on April 27. They give us 15% of all sales from Hominy folks. We will have a luncheon on Sunday, May 17, after church.  We don’t have a menu yet (any ideas?) but we will need homemade desserts and your help again.  If you are able to help please let me know.  After that we will have a yard sale on Saturday, May 30.  We will need lots of stuff, help setting up, selling, and clean-up.  There will be a sign-up sheet at the lunch.  Please be prepared to commit some time to the yard sale that day.  If you have stuff that you can donate, plan to bring it to the church after May 1 and place it in the old nursery area.
Please be in prayer for the people of Nada- youth, women, men, and children – that they will come out, be open to the message God has us to share with them, and everyone will enjoy themselves.

The most important word on any mission experience is ‘Flexibility.” Everything is subject to change and it is the moments of change that God can do some wonderful things.

Looking forward to a great experience with you!

Take care,

Paul
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